IDEALISTIC   THOUGHT   OF  INDIA
The author has thought it proper to include idealistic elements
from Islamic philosophy as well. Islam has turned idealist only
after coming into contact with Aryan thought. Its idealism
seems to be contained only in its Sufi doctrines. Though Sufism
is old enough, the author has devoted a section to it only in the
chapter on contemporary idealism. For Sufism is of foreign origin
and entered India comparatively late. In India it has begun to
exercise much influence on Indian Muslims and to a certain
extent on the Hindu masses. The insertion of a section on it in a
chapter on contemporary idealism therefore seemed appropriate.
Nothing of importance attaches to the order in which contem-
porary philosophers have been discussed. The order simply
follows the order in which they have been studied by the author.
The first chapter on contemporary idealism includes all those
philosophers who are most known to the world. It begins with a
discussion of the ideas of Mahatma Gandhi, because he is at least
one of the greatest men of the world who try to put their ideas
into immediate practice; and ends with the philosophy of Pro-
fessor Radhakrishnan, because he is the greatest academical
philosopher of modern India. About the others, the order is only
a matter of convenience.
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USE   OF  PHILOSOPHICAL   CRITICISM
(As the main interest of the work is the development of Indian
thought, ancient systems also are treated, because the trend of
the .present-day philosophical thinking can be well grasped only
if its connections with the ancient are understood. It may probably
be said that, as contemporary thought has been influenced by
Western thought as well, the treatment of Western idealism too
will not be out of place} In fact, two chapters are devoted to a
treatment of the general nature of idealism as it is understood in
the West. However, so far as the development of Indian philo-
sophy is concerned, Western thought can only be a tributary
that adds some momentum to the progress of the Indian. The
latter by itself has been rich. Butdue to^reasgns mainly political,
it was neglected and became stagnant. ContaciTwith the West
has given it new impetus. It has begun to move, and its movement
has to be studied.
Such study naturally involves a criticism of contemporary
thinkers.^Criticism does not mean any disrespect to the philo-
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